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Where We Come From 

1986 was historic 

for San Franciscoõs 

Black community. 

Not only was it the 

first federal observance of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Day, but õ86 saw the 

formation of Black Coalition on AIDS 

(BCA). In the years since its incep-

tion, BCA became a space for the 

Cityõs affected Black community to 

mobilize against the HIV/AIDS epi-

demic. BCA continues its mission   

òéto stop the spread of HIV/AIDS 

and eliminate health disparities in the 

Black community.óñ2008 Strategic 

Plan. 

Response to HIV/AIDS has changed 

throughout the years since BCAõs 

founding.  In the 1980s, as the na-

tional HIV/AIDS agenda focused on 

education, BCA launched a culturally 

competent Black -targeted public 

education campaign, òBlack People 

Get AIDS Too.ó In response to The 

Ryan White Act service deliverables 

defined by the 1990s, BCA followed 

suit with its own services for the 

Cityõs affected Black population.  

Housing became one of the organiza-
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tionõs focal points, as the margin-

ally housed population encoun-

tered greater risk for both HIV 

transmission and going un-

treated.  BCAõs Rafiki Housing 

Program (at the Brandy Moore 

House) was tailor -made for the Cityõs 

marginally housed and homeless 

Black HIV/AIDS populations.   

The medical advances prolonging the 

lives of people living with HIV/AIDS 

prompted BCA to expand its services 

to better connect its clients to medi-

cal providers. BCA currently pro-

vides four classifications of services: 

HIV Prevention and Education, Case 

Management, Housing and Health 

Awareness. To get a full list of the or-

ganizationõs programs and services, 

visit www.bcoa.org.  

BCA doesnõt solely focus on the medi-

cal aspect of HIV/AIDS and other 

health disparities. The organization 

infuses a variety of social activities 

into its mission. For example, Satur-

daze provides HIV positive Black men 

a venue for community -building 

through health chats, holistic healing 

services and continental breakfast. 

BCA also sponsors movie nights, sa-

lons, game nights and even incorpo-

rates yoga and dance sessions.  

BCA is headquartered and provides 

most services at 2800 Third Street.  

The organizationõs location in the 

Cityõs Southeast corridor ensures that 

its services are accessible to indi-

viduals in neighborhoods that have 

been identified as the City's most un-

derserved communities ñBay View-

Hunters Point, Visitacion Valley and 

Potrero Hill.  
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Love Is  
Nikki Giovanni  
 

 

Some people forget that love is  

tucking you in and kissing you  

"Good night"  

no matter how young or old you are  

 

Some people don't remember that  

love is  

listening and laughing and asking  

questions  

no matter what your age  

 

Few recognize that love is  

commitment, responsibility  

no fun at all  

unless 

 

Love is  

You and me 
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BCA Salutes Dr. Robert C. Scott, 1944-2009 The words expressed on this page 

cannot begin to convey the true 

depth of character Dr. Scott worked 

all his life developing; but, at the very 

least, the following will provide a 

window into the extraordinary life 

that served and advocated on behalf 

of those infected with and affected by 

the HIV/AIDS epidemic nationally 

and globally.  

 

Dr. Scott provided health services to 

affected Bay Area residents at the 

start of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the 

early 1980s.  He also co-founded 

AIDS Project East Bay. While he also 

served individuals without HIV/AIDS 

in his Oakland -based office, his ex-

pertise related to the epidemic and 

advocacy on behalf of those impacted 

led him into becoming a well -

respected among providers within 

the U.S. and abroad.  

 

In 2004, Dr. Scott became the first 

Black American doctor licensed to 

practice medicine in Zimbabwe. Up 

until the time of his death, Dr. Scott 

provided health services to thou-

sands in the Mutoko and Harare com-

munities in Zimbabwe. He never ac-

cepted payment for his services. The 

AIDS Ministry, which Dr. Scott co -

founded through his church, Allen 

Temple Baptist, raised the funds 

needed for Dr. Scottõs crusade 

against HIV/AIDS abroad.  

 

Dr. Scott leaves behind a legacy of 

compassion and determination. His 

work has inspired many Bay Area 

residents to travel to Zimbabwe to 

provide services at his clinic abroad.  

Moreover, his devotion to fighting the 

epidemic in the Bay Area provided 

many community health organiza-

tions a great advocate and resource 

in the collective struggle against HIV/

AIDS. He will be missed.  
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would normally be a sad and som-

bre experience into a cheery and 

fun -filled one. Here was this big, 

imposing figure, with an  

amazingly soft and comely per-
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imagine the good doctor smiling 

down from somewhere,  

convinced that his work is  

testimony that some wounds do 
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cans, particularly from the Bay 

Area of California, to make  

life -changing trips to Zim-

babwe, as they went to volunteer 

at the clinics and at the [Mother 
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